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The S.T.A.R. (Socialization, Training, Activity, Responsibility) Puppy program was created by AKC in 2008 as a way 

for owners to get their puppies off to a good start via in-person, basic training classes.  Puppies that complete the 

6-week course and pass testing on the skills/behaviors taught by a registered CGC Evaluator earn certification and 

their owners may apply to AKC (& pay a processing fee) to have a S.T.A.R. certificate issued.  On January 15, 2025 

AKC began processing S.T.A.R applications as titles (rather than just an award) for those who choose that option 

and pay the higher title fee.  Dogs who are issued a title certificate have STR listed as a suffix to their registered 

AKC names, and are included in AKC’s monthly titles reports.  Dogs who pass the testing, but whose owners do not 

complete the titling process & pay the associated fee, are still considered to be S.T.A.R. puppies, but will not be 

officially recorded as STR titleholders, and will not have STR listed after their names on AKC documents.  To get 

an old (prior to the 2025 title option launch) certification recorded & published by AKC as a title, owners must 

apply & pay a fee to have the certification grandfathered in.  Here’s the link to obtain the form & info: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/23112026/GK9TC-Grandfather-

and-TAP.pdf 

 
 

TITLED DOGS (S.T.A.R. certifications have been recorded as official titles): 
 
Cherokee Legend Keenan STR  
Leslie Smith 
 
Frontrunners Just What The Doctor Ordered STR TKI  
Ranee K Randby 
 
I'M Not A-Freya Anything STR  
Dewayne & Peggy Gentzel 
 
Leone Flesor STR  
Mrs. Cynthia Flesor/Mr. Dean Flesor 
 
Rocco Flesor STR  
Mrs. Cynthia Flesor/Mr. Dean Flesor 
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